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“Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was
Gilead; his mother was a prostitute. Gilead’s wife also bore him
sons, and when they were grown up, they drove Jephthah away.
‘You are not going to get any inheritance in our family,’ they said,
‘because you are the son of another woman.’ So Jephthah fled
from his brothers and settled in the land of Tob, where a gang of
scoundrels gathered around him and followed him.”
Judges 11:1-3
1. Your past does not determine your destiny.
2. People can’t deter you from your destiny.
3. A failure to let go of your past will destroy your
destiny.
“Some time later, when the Ammonites were fighting against
Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get Jephthah from the land of
Tob. ‘Come,’ they said, ‘be our commander, so we can fight the
Ammonites.”
Judges 11:4-6
“Jephthah said to them, ‘Didn’t you hate me and drive me from
my father’s house? Why do you come to me now, when you’re in
trouble?’ The elders of Gilead said to him, ‘Nevertheless, we are
turning to you now; come with us to fight the Ammonites, and you
will be head over all of us who live in Gilead.’ Jephthah
answered, “Supposed you take me back to fight the Ammonites
and the Lord gives them to me—will I really be your head? The
elders of Gilead replied, ‘The Lord is our witness; we will
certainly do as you say.”
Judges 11:7-10

“And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord: If you give the
Ammonites into my hands, whatever comes out of the door of my
house to meet me when I return in triumph from the Ammonites
will be the Lord’s and I will sacrifice it as a burnt offering.”
Judges 11:30-31
“When Jephthah returned to his home in Mizpah, who should
come out to meet him but his daughter, dancing to the sound of
timbrels! She was an only child. Except for her he had neither son
nor daughter.”
Judges 11:34
“The Lord your God will cut off before you the nations you are
about to invade and dispossess. But when you have driven them
out and settled in their land, and after they have been destroyed
before you, be careful not to be ensnared by inquiring about their
gods, saying, “How do these nations serve their gods? We will do
the same.” You must not worship the Lord your God in their way,
because in worshiping their gods, they do all kinds of detestable
things the Lord hates. They even burn their sons and daughters in
the fire as sacrifices to their gods.”
Deuteronomy 12:29-31
“Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘If anyone makes a
special vow to dedicate a person to the Lord by giving the
equivalent value,”
Leviticus 27:1-2

Surrender your past to embrace His future.

